
Speech Language and Communication 

How it develops and why it is important 

Speech, Language and Communication skills are vital if children are to reach their full 

potential in life. Families and school are most important in helping children to develop these 

skills, which affect so many areas of life. 

Making friends 

Learning 

Joining in at home and at school 

Making choices and dealing with change 

 

This pyramid shows the building blocks of speech and language development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Play and Interaction 

Young children learn early communication skills through play. They need to be given lots of 

opportunities to play. Play, particularly symbolic play is an important step in language 

development. For example through play a child will realise that a toy cup in the tea set is 

symbolic of a real cup in the kitchen even though they look different. 

 

 



Attention and Listening 

Children need not only to physically hear but to be able to listen and pay attention to 

language around them. They need to develop these skills before their own language can 

develop successfully. Attention is a skill which develops from birth and is the ability to look 

and listen to what others are saying or doing. 

 

Understanding Language 

Children need to be able to understand words before they can use them. With a good 

foundation of Listening and Attention and Play skills children will begin to develop an 

understanding of language. Generally young children can understand a lot more than they 

can say. 

 

Expressive Language 

Children learn how to talk using words and then sentences to express themselves and join in 

conversations. The begin with one word then join two words together , then three, four etc. 

 

Speech 

Children develop their use of different speech sounds so that they can be understood by 

others. Children develop these sounds at different rates, some children continue to develop 

these sounds up until the age of seven. It is quite common for children to substitute sounds 

for others at this stage, for example they may say ‘tup’ for ‘cup’ at first. 


