
Ideas to help develop listening and speaking skills at home: 

 

When watching TV together: 

Talk about the story and try and retell it 
together.  If you’re struggling to find the 
right words act out parts of the story 
instead. 

Discuss which bits of the programme 
you both enjoyed and why e.g. “I really 
liked the bit where… because...” “My 
favourite character was… because…” 

Talk about how the characters in the 
programme are feeling.  Have you ever 
felt the same way and what made you 
feel that way? 

Talk about the locations in the 
programme e.g. if the programme is set 
at the seaside talk about the last time you went to the seaside, what you did there and how 
it made you feel. 

 

Bed time 

                                                            

 

 

 

 Use the 1-1 time to talk about what’s happened 
during the day.  What was the sequence of events 
that happened?  What did you enjoy?  Is there 
something you’d like to do again tomorrow? 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                   



When you’re reading together: 

Stop during the story to discuss what might happen next. 

Talk about why characters have acted in a certain way and 
how they are feeling. 

Pause to check that your child understands the words in 
the story eg: ‘Tommy snapped at Hannah – ’does your 
child know what ‘snapped ’means in this context?  Review 
the new words at the end of the book to check that your 
child has remembered what they mean. 

Link the stories back to real life experiences – If the book 
is about going on a train talk about the last time you went 
on a train, where you went etc. 

Try and find some time during the day to read books together rather than just leaving 
reading to bedtime – when reading before bed we’re more likely to rush through the book 
because everyone’s tired! 


