
 

Geography  
 Content Skills(Strands) 

Location and 
Knowledge 

Place 
knowledge 

Human physical Geographical skills and 
fieldwork 

Vocabulary 

EYFS Coverage Eg enquiry about own, 
immediate environment e.g 
where they live 

How environments 
vary from another 

Identify seasonal/weather 
patterns in the UK 

First hand observation, images, videos 
to use to help make comparisons 

Town, village, factory, farm, hill, beach, sea, 
house, shop, weather, autumn,  

Year 1 Develop knowledge 
of the world 

Locate countries of the 
world, Europe and Africa 
(toys of the World) 
 

Making comparisons 
between a UK 
region and a non-
European country 

Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
human features 

Use world maps/globes/atlases to 
locate London (look at distance and 
where London is in comparison to other 
places) 
 
Map work-make their own map-directing 
someone to the golden egg 
HA: N E S W 
 
Using maps to name and locate 
continents 
 
 

Town, village, factory, farm, hill, beach, sea, 
house, shop, weather, season, port,  

Year 2 Build on knowledge 
of the world/local 
area 
 
Understand basic 
specific vocabulary 
 
Begin to use 
geographical skills 

Name and locate the seven 
continents and five oceans 

Making comparisons 
between a UK 
region and a non-
European country 

Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to 
human and physical 
features within the UK 
 
Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
human features (now and 
medieval times) 

Use simple compass directions and 
locational and directional language to 
describe the location of features and 
routes on a map. (Wildwood route 
around park)  
 
Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks 
and basic human and physical features; 
devise a simple map; use and construct 
basic symbols in a key (Rochester) 
 

Beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season, 
weather, Town, village, factory, farm, hill, 
beach, sea, house, shop, weather, autumn, 
weather, seasons, port, office, castles, city 

 

Year 3 Build on prior 
knowledge of world 
map 
 
Develop 
geographical skills 
 

Locating countries and 
continents (Europe/Africa) 

Study between a 
country in Africa 
and the UK 

Describing and 
understanding key aspects 
of rivers 
 
Types of settlements and 
land use 

Use world maps/globes/atlases to 
locate Europe/Africa and countries 
relating to topic 
Use of OS maps to locate rivers 

rivers, settlement, land use, 
distribution of natural resources, desert, 
Europe, 
Africa, continent, 
country 



 
Year 4 Develop and 

broaden 
understanding of 
the world 
 
Make comparisons 
between local 
region and another 
region 

Locating counties and cities 
in UK 
 
Locate countries of the 
world, Europe and Africa 
 
Introduction to longitude 
and latitude and Tropics 
 

Study of similarities 
and differences 
between region in 
UK and region 
within South 
America 

Describing key aspects of 
volcanoes  
 
People of the rainforest 
 
Human and physical 
aspects (rainfall, climate, 
natural resources) 
 

Use world maps/globes/atlases to 
locate Europe/Africa and countries 
relating to topic 
Use world maps/globes/atlases to 
locate Europe/Africa and countries 
relating to topic 
Use world maps/globes/atlases to 
locate Europe/South America and 
countries relating to topic 
 

Northumberland, Europe, volcano, Rome, 
distribution of natural resources, continent, 
country, South America, Brazil, rainforest, 
rainfall, layers of the rainforest, emergent, 
canopy, understory, forest floor, settlement, 
land use, river, vegetation belts, biomes 

Year 5 Develop and 
broaden 
understanding of 
the world, making 
comparisons 
 

Naming and locating 
countries including Russia 
through the Space Race 
 
Identify the position and 
significance of The 
Prime/Greenwich Meridan 
and time zones 
 
Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere and the Arctic. 
Raise questions about the 
hemispheres 

Looking at different 
human/geography 
Features, comparing 
between Greece 
and UK 

Describe and understand 
key aspects of  
human geography, 
including: climate, types of 
settlement and land use in 
Greece (making 
comparisons to UK). 
 

Use aerial photos to locate regions and 
use 8 points of a compass to build on 
knowledge of UK 
 
 
 
Use the four and six-figure grid 
references 
 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 

Longitude, latitude, equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Antarctic, 
Arctic Circle, The Prime/Greenwich Meridan, 
time zones, mountain, climate change, ice caps, 
economy activity, distribution of natural 
resources, Europe, Greece, co-ordinates 

Year 6 Develop and 
broaden 
understanding of 
the world; applying 
this knowledge 
within different 
contexts and 
making comparisons 

Name and locate 
geographical regions  
 
Linking with local history, 
map how land use has 
changed in local area over 
time 
 
Naming and locating 
countries that were part of 
WW11 

 

 

Norway Study 
(comparison 
between European 
country and the UK) 

Describe and understand 
key aspects of  
human geography, 
including: types of 
settlement and land use, 
economic activity including 
trade links, and the 
distribution of natural 
resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water 

 

Use fieldwork to observe, measure, 
record and present the human and 
physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies.  

Use the eight points of a compass, four 
and six-figure grid references, symbols 
and key (including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world 

 

Use the eight points of a compass, four 
and six-figure grid references, symbols 

Counties, cities, urbanisation, rural, 
countryside, trade links, distribution of natural 
resources, local area, land use, landmarks, 
river, village, town,   



 
and key (including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their knowledge 
of the United Kingdom and the wider 
world 

 

   


