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Take a look at our website at - www.paintersashprimary.co.uk 
Dear Families, 

 

I hope you have had a good week, despite the change in weather.  I am sure that you are establishing a routine 

of learning for your children.  We appreciate home learning is difficult and thank you for your support.  If 

you are struggling to prioritise learning, it is important to keep something active in your child’s day.  I know 

many staff have been using Joe Wicks, yoga or just dance.  If this does not work for you then I am sure some 

daily activity will suffice.   Keeping Maths and English is important.  We also have online reading and maths 

activities that you can use.   

If you do not know your child’s login, please contact your child’s teacher through dojos or google 

classroom and they can resend it to you.  If you do not know your passwords to these then please 

contact the school office.   

 

Whilst the school is closed to most pupils, it is open daily to key worker parent’s children and someone is in 

the office daily and will answer the telephone. 

 

Online Reading Materials 

 

Bug Club 

 
In Reception and KS1 we have a scheme called bug club, an online reading scheme that also helps with your child’s, 
phonics knowledge, fluency of reading and understanding of what they have read.   We strongly recommend that 
you use this. 
 It is aimed at your child’s level so it is important that you do not help them answer the questions or it will soon 
become too difficult for them and lose its value. 

Reading Plus 

In KS2, Reading Plus is another excellent online tool that really does support your child’s reading.  There 
is an initial assessment that you will need to persevere with. Once completed, there are a variety of 
reading activities based on your child’s level that will develop their reading skills.  There are vocabulary 
activities that children will enjoy completing and will develop their knowledge.  Again this is tailored to 
your child’s ability so if you help them the level will soon be aimed above their ability and will not 
support them.  Children are accustomed to spending thirty minutes daily on a guided reading lesson 
and reading plus makes an excellent substitute. 
 
Online Maths Materials 
Sumdog and Times Table Rock Stars (TTRS) are fantastic ways of improving fluency and speed of mental 
maths skills in a fun and engaging way. Both programmes recognise the level your child is at so will ask 
questions that are correctly pitched to their ability with wrongly answered questions identified and 
repeated until they are correctly answered.  It is therefore important that they complete these online 
games independently. 



Sumdog covers different areas of maths whilst TTRS focuses on times tables and the corresponding 
division facts.  

Times tables rockstars will help prepare your child for the Year 4 times tables national test so this is 
excellent practise.  We are investigating if we can still give our Year 4 a mock national test as they will  
have the opportunity to take it. 

Kent Sumdog Challenge 

I am thrilled to announce the results of the Kent Sumdog Challenge.   Painters Ash were fantastic and 
we have had the daily class winner for four of the five days and two children in the individual overall 
top 10 leaderboard.  Overall in Kent as a class competition, we had 6 classes in the top 10.  
Congratulations to Sycamore in 2nd place, Chestnut in 3rd place, Willow in 4th place, Larch in 5th place, 
Poplar in 6th place and Oak in 10th place.  What a fantastic performance! 

Do you need or know some who needs support or help? 

Kent County Council has launched a new 24 hour helpline called Kent Together to support 

vulnerable people in Kent who need urgent help, supplies or medication. The helpline will provide a 

single, convenient point of contact for anyone in the county who is in urgent need of help during 

the Coronavirus outbreak. It is a collaboration between KCC, central Government, District, 

Borough and local councils, the voluntary and community sector, the NHS, emergency services and 

other partners to ensure help is at hand for vulnerable people. 

If you are vulnerable and have an urgent need that cannot be met through existing support 

networks, or are concerned about the welfare of someone else you can contact the Kent Together 

helpline at www.kent.gov.uk/KentTogether or by calling on 03000 41 92 92. It is a 24 hour service 

Online Safety 

I included this in my last newsletter but still think it might be relevant to you. 

As children are using the internet, it can cause parents concern that their children are using the 

internet safely.  The website link below has lots of interesting activities and messages for you and 

your child to discuss. 

https://www.paintersashprimary.co.uk/online-safety-1/ 

 

Year 6 residential 

 

Thank you to year 6 for your patience in waiting for our decision on the year 6 residential.  

Butlin's have now confirmed that their sites will not re-open until 7th June so will be issuing a 

refund to the school for the Butlin's residential.  Much as we are sad that this opportunity is lost, 

their safety and health is much more important and we know that they will have opportunities in 

secondary to experience residential trips.  Once we have received the funds we will send out 

details on how you will receive the refund.  
 
May Bank Holdiay – Friday 8th May 
 
The school will be closed to all children. 

 

And Finally……  

I would like to thank you for your continued support; we appreciate it and miss you all very much. I 

hoped our thank you that we posted to you on facebook gave you a smile.  I enjoyed watching it!  I 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/KentTogether
https://www.paintersashprimary.co.uk/online-safety-1/


would like to thank the staff for being good sports and continuing to work hard on ensuring that 

your child has a valuable learning experience on google classroom with your support.   

 

As yet, we have not received information on a return date or how this will happen.  When we do, we 

will ensure that we pass this information onto yourselves. 

 

Take care and stay safe 

 

Miss Salter 
 

Hi families, 

 

Mrs Hooper here.  Just wanted to say that I hope you are all well and coping during this very 

unsettling time. I am working from home as much as I can but I am in School Mondays and 

Thursday.  I am currently ringing round checking that everyone is ok, accessing everything you 

need, including school work!   If there is anyone that I have not managed to get hold of as yet or 

you would like to contact me then please do!  Be great to hear from you.  I am still here for you as 

your school FLO and can still help and support you with any worries, concerns or problems you are 

facing.  

Below are a few links to various resources that you may benefit from. 

Stay safe everyone, miss you all. 

Mrs Hooper  
 
https://www.gravesham.gov.uk/home/environmental-health/coronavirus-guidance/help-and-support/overview 

https://www.turn2us.org.uk/Get-Support 
 
https://www.familyfund.org.uk/news/low-income-families-missing-out-on-vital-support 
 
 https://www.family-action.org.uk/what-we-do/grants/ 
 
https://livewellkent.org.uk/service/family-support-charity/ 
 
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/blog/10566/NSPCC---supporting-families-to-ensure-child-safety-during-
coronavirus-lockdown 
https://www.mykentfamily.co.uk/ 
https://www.scope.org.uk/advice-and-support/homeschooling-during-lockdown/ 
https://www.primarytimes.co.uk/news 
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