
 
  



 
Aims  

 “Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their 
potential” The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, 2017.   

At Painters Ash Primary School we want every child to be the best that they can be. We believe that 
this starts with a solid foundation and enjoyment of learning from the very beginning of a child’s 
school journey. We aim to provide the highest quality care and education for every child. We strive 
to create a welcoming, safe and happy environment and an enriching curriculum which both 
challenges and supports pupils to achieve their potential and to become independent, confident 
learners. Our practitioners aim to create an environment of emotional warmth, with positive praise 
and encouragement within clear and consistent boundaries and routines.   

The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage provides the structure for our 
curriculum and approach. We use the four guiding principles to shape our practise:  

• Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and 
self-assured;   

• Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships;  

• Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to 
their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or 
carers; and   

• Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. The framework covers the 
education and care of all children in Early Years provision, including children with special 
educational needs and disabilities.   

Approach   

Lessons and activities are delivered in an interactive, stimulating environment, which is well 
equipped, organised, and attractive. Staff ensure that the seven areas of the curriculum are planned 
for both inside and outside and that all children are able to learn through their play in a broad cross 
curricular approach. Children are taught to follow the school rules by being kind, safe and 
responsible. All adults are committed to enabling every child to become independent, enthusiastic 
learners with a range of skills that they can draw upon and develop throughout their schooling. The 
adults play a vital role in supporting and extending children’s learning through play, building on their 
interests and involving them in reflecting on what they have learned. We strive to enable every child 
to achieve or exceed the expected levels of development by the end of Reception. While this may 
not be possible for some children we want to ensure that all children make good or better progress.   

Curriculum   

Our curriculum is based on the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2017 and 
supported by Developmental Matters. There are seven areas of learning. Three prime areas, which 
are crucial and build children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive;  Communication 
and Language  Physical Development  Personal, Social and Emotional Development. And four 
specific areas through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied:  Literacy  
Mathematics  Understanding the World  Expressive Arts and Design. Staff recognise that the 
prime areas are vital for children to develop and progress in the specific areas therefore a strong 
emphasis is placed on prime areas when children start school.   
  



Observation and Assessment   

Observation of pupils is an essential tool in Early Years, and contributes greatly to a practitioner’s 
knowledge of a pupil’s holistic development. Observations are made of each pupil and recorded in 
their learning journey. The information gathered by all the adults allows us to record and ascertain 
when specific milestones have been reached and enables staff to identify next steps and possible 
lines of development for that pupil. Observations should be discreet and may not always be formally 
recorded. All progress is recorded on Early Excellence Assessment Tracker. Parents/carers are invited 
to a formal parents meeting twice a year, to discuss their child’s progress with their class teacher 
and informal discussion with parents happens regularly. Parents/carers are also encouraged to 
contribute to their child’s ‘home learning’ book to create a picture of their interests and 
achievements. Each child’s achievement is summarised at the end of the Reception year through 
assessment against the Early Learning Goals and comments on the Characteristics of Effective 
Learning, this provides important information for both parents/carers and also the year 1 teacher. 
This ensures each child leaves the Early Years Foundation Stage with their strengths acknowledged 
and next steps for learning identified.   

Planning  

The Early Years team plan together and meet regularly as well as informally to contribute ideas and 
suggestions. Staff use Developmental Matters and the Statutory Framework for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage 2017 to devise learning opportunities for each area of development that are 
suitably challenging and developmentally appropriate.   

Reading  

 At Painters Ash we want all children to develop an enthusiasm for reading and storytelling along 
with an enjoyment of books which leads to a desire to want to read for both pleasure and for 
information. In Early Years we use a mixture of core books which the children become familiar with 
and focus books for each topic. Children learn a range of skills through shared reading of the texts, 
and they are also taught to find information in nonfiction texts. Children have the opportunity to 
read with adults informally during play, in group activities and individually throughout the week. In 
Reception children are given levelled reading books to read and/or talk about. These books are given 
according to individual developmental needs and according to their phonics phase. These books 
initially may just contain illustrations and not words. The books are sent home weekly for the 
children to practise reading with an adult at home. In addition children are free to borrow books 
from the class library during the week.  

Phonics   

At Painters Ash we value phonics as an essential tool for the development of pupil’s literacy skills. In 
Early Years staff are trained to deliver systematic high quality phonics, using the “Letters and 
sounds” programme as a basis for planning and assessment. Children are taught in ability groups 
according to the phonic phase in which they are working. On entry to Reception, children are 
informally assessed to ascertain their prior learning and knowledge of phonics; when appropriate 
they are levelled and put into ability based phonics group. Phonics assessment is on-going but is 
formally assessed once per term to ensure pupils are working at the most appropriate level for their 
ability.  

  
Home Learning   

In Early Years we believe that learning should be shared between school and home. Children are 
given a home learning book on their last transition visit before starting school. The purpose of this 
book is for families to share their child’s home experiences and achievements with school and to 
contribute to our assessment process. We also send home reading books to be shared regularly at 
home each week. We value the contribution that parents/carers make to their child’s education. 



Parents are a child’s first educators and thus the impact of a parent’s influence on learning is 
significant.   

Transition   

Smooth transitions are essential for pupils to feel settled, secure and ready to learn. Prospective 
parents are invited to various open day events where they have the opportunity to explore the Early 
Years environment, ask questions and meet the staff. Parents are offered a choice of home visit or in 
school meeting when their child starts school. Parents are given information about the school and a 
Painters Ash story book to share at home to support transition into school. Staff make good use of 
any information that is shared by previous settings and spend time with the child and their parents 
to build trusting and positive relationships. On entry to Reception, children may be visited in their 
pre-school setting where staff are able to have a dialogue with the child as well as their key person 
to ascertain the child’s needs, like and interests. Parents and pupils are invited to play sessions with 
their new class and teachers during the summer term. There is also an opportunity for 
parents/carers to attend a meeting to find out about school, meet the head teacher and class 
teachers and to have a tour of the school. At this meeting parents are informed about uniform, 
procedures, routines and expectations.   

The Wider Community   

Children learn through hands-on experiences and we enrich the curriculum by taking part in a range 
of activities. We make optimum use of the local environment, including the use of our school 
woodland area, as a tool to enhance learning opportunities for the pupils. We endeavour to arrange 
trips and/or visitors to the school to enhance learning experiences.  

Inclusion   

In Early Years we believe that every child has the right to an education and should be supported in 
order to achieve their full potential. Early intervention is crucial to children’s learning and social 
development and we work closely with the SENCO to identify and support pupils with additional 
needs. We use Developmental Matters and Early Excellence Assessment Tracker as tools to enable 
us to provide developmentally appropriate learning for individuals and groups of pupils. We utilise 
our staff to ensure that children have additional support where it is needed and to provide Speech 
and Language groups when necessary. We are developing close relationships with our feeder 
schools, pre-schools and nurseries to ensure that when a pupil starts at Painters Ash we are aware of 
their individual needs and can plan for and support them appropriately.   

  

Safeguarding and Welfare   

“Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met 
and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them.” (Statutory Framework 
for Early Years Foundation Stage 2017) At Painters Ash, the health, safety and wellbeing of the 
children in our care is paramount. We teach children to be safe, follow rules and respect boundaries. 
Through our curriculum and activities, children learn to make safe choices. All staff have child 
protection training on an annual basis, they know who the Designated Safeguarding Lead is and will 
refer to this person when it is appropriate to. Staff regularly take part in First Aid training, and at 
least the minimum number of staff are trained in Paediatric First Aid and accompany all EYFS 
children on trips.   

  

Mobile phone and camera usage  
  



It is our intention and responsibility to provide an environment in which children, parents and staff 
are safe from images being recorded and inappropriately used which will in turn eliminate the 
following concerns:  
1) Staff being distracted from their work with children   
2) The inappropriate use of mobile phone cameras around children    
  
Therefore we insist upon the following:  
• All staff and visitors must ensure that their mobile telephones/devices are left inside their 
bag throughout contact time with children stored in lockers or a cupboard.  
• Staff and visitors must ensure there is no inappropriate or illegal content on the device.  
Mobile phone calls may only be taken at staff breaks or in staff members’ own time and in the 
designated staff area away from any children.  
• If staff have a personal emergency they are free to use the school phone, or make a personal 
call from their mobile in the designated staff area away from all children.  
• All parent helpers/students/volunteers/supply teachers will be requested to place their bag 
containing their phone in a cupboard or locker and follow the same procedures as staff.  
• Parents and carers must not use mobile phones within the classroom when children are 
present.  Under no circumstances are photos to be taken of children or whilst children are present 
on personal mobile phones  
  
It is the responsibility of all members of staff to be vigilant and report any concerns to the school 
designated safeguard leads.  Concerns will be taken seriously, logged and investigated appropriately. 
The head teacher reserves the right to check the image contents of a member of staff’s mobile 
phone should there be any cause for concern over the appropriate use of it.  
  
We also insist that school cameras and iPads/tablets are only used to take appropriate photographs 
of children within the setting, with parental consent, and are kept within the setting at all times. 
Cameras and IPads/tablets must not be taken into toilets or bathrooms under any circumstances.  
[For further information on photography please refer to school ‘Image Use’ policy]  
  
Equal Opportunities   
In line with the school’s Equal Opportunities Policy, we will provide all children, regardless of 
ethnicity, culture, religion, home language, family background, learning difficulties, disabilities, 
gender or ability, equal access to all aspects of school life to ensure that every child is valued as an 
individual. All staff are role models and are aware of the influence they have in promoting positive 
attitudes and use that influence to challenge stereotypical attitudes.  
  
British Values   
The fundamental British values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and 
tolerance for those with different faiths and beliefs are embedded in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage. We actively seek to promote  these  values  through  modelling  behaviour,  challenging  
stereotypes  and  ensuring  that  our  children receive a rich and varied curriculum. We  provide  
opportunities  for  children  to  develop  their  self-knowledge,  self-esteem  and  increase  their 
confidence in their own abilities. We  allow  children  to  explore  the  language  of  feelings  and  
responsibility,  reflect  on  their  differences  and understand we are free to have different opinions.  
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