
Reading in Key Stage One  

 
Reading is one of the most important skills that a child will learn and it remains 
at the core of our curriculum. At Painters Ash Primary School one of our main 
focuses is reading for pleasure. Each classroom has an exciting and stimulating 
book area for the children to sit and share books with their friends.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The national curriculum for reading at Key stage one focuses on two main 
aspects; word reading and comprehension.  
 
Word reading 
Word reading is the decoding of words, turning a written word into a spoken 
word regardless of whether the meaning of that word has been understood. The 
children learn the skills of how to do this during their daily phonics sessions as 
well as during guided reading. You will find more information regarding phonics 
on our school’s website.  
 
Comprehension  
This is understanding what has been read and being able to answer questions 
about the text. This is one of our main focuses during our guided reading 
sessions.  

 

 



 
What will your child bring home? 

• A school reading book – this book will be at a suitable level for 
your child’s progress. The children are assessed and listened to 
regularly at school by their teacher who will decide when they are 
ready to progress to the next book band/stage.  

• A library book – alongside their school reading book, the children 
choose a book from their classroom library to share with an adult 
at home.  

• A reading record book – this book is for both adults at home and 
school to record when your child has read to an adult. The children 
receive rewards every time that they read at home with an adult.  

Rewards 

• House points – we check the children’s reading record books weekly and 
the children receive house points for every time that the children have 
read at home.  

• Reading Caterpillars – every class in EYFS and Key stage one has a 
reading caterpillar displayed in their classroom. If we can see that 
the children have read at home at least 3 times in a week then the 
children move their name along the caterpillar. When they reach 
the end of the caterpillar the children receive a prize! 

• Reader of the week – a star reader is chosen every week 
according to how many times they have read at home. The reader 
of the week receives a badge in our Friday celebration assemblies, 
this is linked to Busters Book Club.  

How often are the reading books changed?  

• The school reading book – we encourage the children to change their own 
reading books to help promote reading for pleasure. Once the children 
have completed their reading book at home and we can see it has been 
recorded in their reading record book by an adult, then the children are 
able to change their book. We often ask the children questions about the 
book they have read to ensure they have understood the text before 
they change their book.  

• The library book – this will be changed once a week. 
 

Home Reading 



 

How can I help my child at home? 
 
It is important to hear your child read as much as possible and share 
books together. This can be their school reading book, library book, 
comics, recipe books or any books from home.  
 
To help with the children’s comprehension and understanding of the text 
it is important to ask the children lots of questions about the book they 
are reading. Below are some examples of some questions you can ask and 
discuss with your child. 

 

• What is happening?  Talk about what is happening in the pictures before 
you read the text.  

• Which word could the author have used that’s more exciting than big? 
Discuss alternative words.  

• What do you think will happen next? What makes you think that? Ask the 
children for their predictions and give your ideas too.  

• Discuss the setting of the story. Where is the story set? Have you read 
another book with the same setting?  

• Discuss the meaning of words that they are unsure of. Use a dictionary 
together.  

• What do you think the character is thinking? How do you think they are 
feeling? Why?  

• Is this book fiction or non-fiction? How do you know? 
• Can you find a word that tells you the character is feeling sad/happy? 
• Is the character good or bad? How do you know?  

 

 

 

 

 
 



Reading at school 
 
At Painters Ash Primary School we provide the children with a 
variety of opportunities for reading throughout the school day. For 
example; 

• Daily phonics sessions where the children will learn strategies 
to decode words through a variety of exciting games and 
activities.  

• Daily guided reading sessions where we study our class text 
developing the children’s reading skills of retrieval, inference, 
fluency, knowledge of vocabulary, predicting and sequencing.  

• Individual reading – the children will be heard read 1 to 1 with 
a member of staff at least once a week.  

• Bug club – this is an online reading activity where the teachers 
can set books to each individual child and there are activities 
to help with the children’s comprehension skills. 

• Busters book club - we take part in Kent messengers initiative 
which encourages the children to read at home. Children have 
the opportunity to win badges in our Friday celebration 
assembly if they are the reader of the week. You will find a 
book mark at the back of their reading record book which is to 
be filled in every Wednesday evening.  

• Story time – The children enjoy a daily story at the end of 
each day read by their class teacher. The children will have the 
opportunity to discuss the story, characters and vocabulary.  
 


